
As you’re walking or driving around the neighborhood,  

have you ever noticed how groomed and well 

maintained our common areas are?  There’s a reason 

for that and for the last twelve years, that reason has 

been Karen Murphy.  Karen has put in thousands of  

hours working quietly behind the scenes to make sure 

our subdivision runs like a well oiled machine and looks 

beautiful in the process.  She’s put her heart and soul 

into making sure our community looks and operates at 

its best regardless of the circumstances.  Like the U.S. 

Postal Service creed, “Neither snow nor rain nor heat 

nor gloom of night” and if I may add “nor criticism of 

people who talk but do not do”  has kept her from 

performing her tasks to the best of her ability while 

making sure your dues money has been spent frugally 

and wisely.  Sadly, Karen and her family have decided 

to leave our neighborhood and the board would like to 

take this opportunity to publicly and sincerely thank her 

for her hard work, devotion, dedication, and commitment 

to making our subdivision a great place to live.  Her 

professionalism and leadership as well as her cheerful 

demeanor will truly be missed.  If you see Karen around 

town, please take the time to thank her for all she’s done 

for the Woodlands North.   

Back by popular demand, the Woodlands North will be 

hosting a holiday party on December 3rd (please see 

page 2 for details).  We particularly want to welcome all 

the new families that have moved in this year so please 

stop by for some food, fun and fellowship with all your 

neighbors.  I hope you and your family have a very safe 

autumn and winter and I wish you the happiest of 

holidays for whatever holiday your family chooses to 

celebrate.   

Kind Regards, 

Diane DiSebastian 

Fall/Winter 2016 

President’s Memo 

Woodlands of Northville 
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A new seating area was created at the park with a 

handsome brick paver patio and elegant, maintenance free 

cast iron park benches.  Many thanks to Karen Murphy for 

donating the flowers and flower pots to further beautify the 

area.  Unfortunately, the flower pots were vandalized and 

destroyed within a few weeks of being installed. 

The exercise stations were removed as voted on by the 

residents. 

The vegetation was cut back at the Sheldon Rd entrance to 

improve visibility when exiting the subdivision. 

The overflow structure at the Sheldon Road pond was 

cleaned and re-stoned to restore drainage during periods of 

heavy rain. 

Many dead trees were removed from the common areas 

and a few replacement trees were planted. 

Plans for next year:  The board intends to replace the 

toddler playset.  If you would like to be on a committee to 

help select the playset, we welcome your input.  Please 

contact any board member for details. 

Projects Completed This Year 

New Seating Area at the Park 



Those who have not yet replaced their mailbox with the approved 

Woodlands mailbox should do so as soon as practical. Please 

contact Mike Dillon at Graphic Visions at 248-347-3355. 

Mailboxes 

Holiday Lighting 

 STREET STORM GUTTERS: Please clean and clear debris 

and fallen leaves to avoid sewer back up and clogged drains. 

 BOULEVARD TREES: must be trimmed so as not to grow 

over the street or sidewalk.  Many trees need immediate 

attention so please do your part. 

 SIDEWALKS: Maintain and/or repair slabs that have heaved 

1/2” or more to avoid accidents and trip hazards. 

 TRASH: Please bring your trash home from the parks and 

common areas. 

 PETS: Dogs must be leashed at all times and cleaned up 

after .  Don’t be that person who doesn’t pick up! 

 MAIL: Please make sure contractors park away from 

mailboxes so the mail can be delivered. 

 TRASH: Our bylaws require that trash containers be 

concealed. Please keep your trash container in your garage 

or concealed behind your home. On pick up day, CANS ARE 

NOT ALLOWED IN THE STREET OR IN THE COMMON 

AREAS. This causes a safety hazard when vehicles have to 

swerve around them while avoiding oncoming traffic.  

Fall and Winter Maintenance 

Holiday Party December 3rd 

Let the warmth of friendship take the chill from the air and 

celebrate the season with good cheer!  Please join us for the 

Woodlands North HOA Holiday gathering on Saturday December 

3rd from 2pm - 4pm at the Cady Inn in Mill Race Village located at 

215 Griswold St. in Northville.   There is an opportunity for 

pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus so please bring your phone or 

camera to capture the memory.  Desserts and light refreshments 

will be served.  Please RSVP to Debbie Grant Kelterborn at 

Kelter1@comcast.net or send a text to 248.880.0136.   Our 

sincere gratitude to Debbie for planning and organizing this event. 

Did you know your friendly, volunteer HOA board saves each 

household roughly $150 per year in annual dues by performing 

the duties of a management company for free?  ($36,000 

estimated annual management fees  / 237 homes = $151.90.)  

That’s a savings of 22%, so the next time you see a board 

member, be sure to thank them for their time and dedication, 

because without their efforts, you would be paying even more in 

annual dues.  The board has dwindled in size in recent years and 

with no other residents stepping up, the need for a management 

company may become a very real possibility in the near future.  

We desperately need residents who are willing and able to serve 

on the board.  Board members are elected for 2 year terms (it’s 

not a life sentence, honest!).  If you have 5 - 10 hours per month, 

a can do attitude, and want to influence the workings of the 

neighborhood, then please consider joining the board.   If you’re 

interested, the board can appoint you to serve until the next 

election in May.  Thank you for considering this urgent request! 

The holiday lighting map can be found on our website 

www.thewoodlandsnorth.com on the home page and under 

FAQ’s.  Although purely voluntary, I’m sure you’ll agree the effect 

is enchanting while driving through the streets at night, especially 

after a freshly fallen snow.  If you haven’t participated in the past, 

we encourage you to  consider getting involved this year.  

Depending on the diameter of your boulevard trees, the trunks 

usually take between 100 - 200 lights each (see map to determine  

which trees are red and which trees are green) and the canopies 

usually take between  200 - 300 white or clear lights each.  

Did You Know????? 

Leaves 

Our trees are getting more mature and you know what that 

means… more privacy, more beautiful fall colors AND more 

leaves to rake.  Remember, you must bag your leaves for 

collection by the township and please don’t dump leaves in the 

common areas.  This increases the cost of our fall cleanup and it’s 

not fair to your fellow homeowners.  Also, please keep the drains 

clear of leaves and debris to prevent clogging and  to reduce pond 

sediment.  Thank you so much for your cooperation. 

New Maintenance Request Tab on Website 

A new Maintenance Request tab has been added to the home 

page of our website thewoodlandsnorth.com.  Anytime you see 

something around the entrances, roads and common areas that 

needs attention, you can use this tab to send an email to the 

board regarding your concern and the board will investigate.  The 

board can’t be everywhere all the time so please help us keep an 

eye on things.  As always, it’s best to contact the board by phone 

for urgent matters such as gushing sprinkler heads, pond backups 

etc.  The board appreciates your help! 

Common Areas 
Over time, there’s been an increase in the number of 

homeowners who have been encroaching upon the common 

areas with plantings, lawn furniture, dog fences, and other items.  

Please do not place personal property or install landscaping in 

the common areas and if you already have, please remove it as 

soon as possible.  If you’re unclear of where your property 

boundaries are, the HOA will be happy to help you locate your 

property lines.  Also, if your property abuts a common area, 

please do not mow into the common area.  The common areas 

are generally mowed every Friday or as soon as weather permits. 

The board will be reviewing all common areas soon and we thank 

you in advance for your cooperation.   
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