
It seems like over the past few months there have been 

many reports of vandalism and theft in and around our 

subdivision.  I know of many  residents who’ve had lawn 

jobs,  car windows smashed, items stolen out of open 

garages and unlocked cars, and more recently, wheels 

stolen off targeted vehicles.  Am I saying this is a high 

crime neighborhood?  Certainly not, but we need to stay 

alert and not take safety for granted.  As a community, 

we must try to protect ourselves by removing 

opportunity.  Let’s keep our houses well lit, our garage 

doors closed, and our homes and cars locked.  Always 

be on the lookout for suspicious activity and report it to 

the police immediately. Although it’s hard to fight back 

against professional thieves, we can make it harder for 

them to be successful.  

Moving on to other news, we have two board members 

that have decided not to run for re-election in May.  I’d 

like to thank Ken Pumford (2 terms) and Mike Corridore 

(1 term) for their service to the board and to our 

community.  Their input and insight has been a valuable 

asset and they will certainly be missed.  Also, thank you 

to the remaining board members, Karen Murphy, Dan 

Kelterborn and Shahid Siddiqui, for all their hard work.   

Last, this summer, as you drive through the 

neighborhood, think about stopping to support our little 

entrepreneurs who set up lemonade stands and what 

not.  Along with a delicious cup of cold lemonade, you’ll 

be helping our kids learn the basics of business, 

marketing, and finance.  I hope you all have a very safe 

and delightful summer! 

Regards, 

Diane DiSebastian 

Spring/Summer 2016 

President’s Memo 

Woodlands of Northville 

www.thewoodlandsnorth.com 

Annual Meeting Notice - May 18, 2016 

Please mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting! 

7:30 pm  Wednesday, May 18 at Northville Twp  Hall                        

New Board members will be elected at this meeting. If you 

would like to help keep our neighborhood a premier 

neighborhood in Northville, please consider joining the 

board. If you have a good business sense and you’re 

willing to work, the board could use your help. The 

commitment is minimal at only a few hours per month. 

For the first time in 6 years, the board made the unpopular 

but necessary decision to increase the annual dues from 

$600 to $675.  Unfortunately, we’ve run a deficit for the last 

two years and we need to get back into the black.  The 

deficit has not been the result of frivolous or unnecessary 

spending; it’s due to rising operational costs and the 

increased need to repair/replace/maintain.  Two of our 

biggest expenditures, water and salt, are weather related 

and not directly within our control.  The board works 

diligently with Begonia Brothers to minimize our irrigation 

costs and we only apply salt to the entrances, intersections 

and high school path.  Even so, last year we spent $25,000 

for water  and over $13,000 for salt.  While we can’t predict 

how dry this summer will be, we know that water rates have 

increased 11.3% and we need to be prepared for some 

potentially hefty water bills. Landscaping costs have 

increased because the trees were planted too close 

together and they’re crowding each other out.  We’ve had 

to thin, prune, remove, and replace trees to improve the 

overall health of our berms and common areas.  While no 

one wants higher dues, you can rest assured that 

appropriate reserve funds are being maintained and your 

money is being spent wisely to properly maintain the sub 

and to maintain your property values.  Thank you to all the 

residents who pay their dues on time! 

Annual Dues Increase 



Those who have not yet replaced their mailbox with the 

approved Woodlands mailbox should do so as soon as 

practical. Please contact Mike Dillon at Graphic Visions at 

248-347-3355, for prices. Be sure to tell him that you are 

in the Woodlands of Northville for any  

special pricing offers they may have. 

Mailboxes 

Last fall a resident from a neighboring subdivision was 
severely injured when he/she tripped on a sidewalk in our 
sub that had heaved upward more than a half inch.  
Fortunately, this person did not sue for damages, but the 
next person just might.   
 
Please remember it’s the homeowner’s responsibility to 
maintain the sidewalks in front of their home.  Mark trip 
hazards with spray paint or reflective tape and get them 
fixed as soon as weather permits.   
 
Also be mindful of tree branches that  
hang low over the sidewalk or street and 
trim them back as soon as possible. 

Sidewalk Trip Hazard Alert 

Spring has sprung!  Please remember... 

 STREET STORM GUTTERS: clean and clear debris 

to avoid sewer back up 

 BOULEVARD TREES: must be trimmed so as not to 

grow over the street or sidewalk 

 SIDEWALKS: Maintain and/or repair slabs that have 

heaved 1/2” or more to avoid accidents 

 REFUSE: Section 5.16 of the First Amendment of the 

Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions 

for The Woodlands North Subdivision requires that 

garbage containers be concealed. Please keep your 

garbage container in your garage or concealed behind 

your home. On pick up day, CANS ARE NOT 

ALLOWED IN THE STREET OR IN THE COMMON 

AREAS. This causes a safety hazard when vehicles 

have to swerve around them while avoiding oncoming 

traffic. 

Spring Maintenance 

Garage Sale 

Our subdivision-wide garage sale is set for                     

June 3 & 4, 2016 

Please mark this date on your calendars. Remember that 

our Declarations state: “... no other garage sales are 

permitted throughout the year.” This is the only 

neighborhood yard sale and we appreciate your 

cooperation. Signs will be posted at the entrances and the 

sale will be advertised in the Northville Record.  

Parks and Common Areas 

Last year, the board adopted rules and regulations for the use of 

the parks and common areas.  These rules are designed to make 

the common areas safer and more pleasant for all the residents.   

Please remember to always respect the private 

property of adjoining residents. 

1. Parks and common areas are ONLY for the use of Woodlands 

North residents who are in good standing (current on their annual 

dues). 

2. Guests (non-residents) must be accompanied by a Woodlands 

North resident when using parks or common areas. 

3.  No swimming in the retention basins (ponds). 

4. Fishing in the retention basins (ponds) is catch and release only. 

5.  No littering in parks and common areas.  Please pick up your 

trash and remove your personal possessions. 

6. Dog owners must pick up after their dogs and dogs should be 

leashed per regulation. 

7.  No trail bike, off-road motorcycle, snowmobile or other 

motorized vehicle shall be operated in any park, common area or 

walking path. 

8.  The parks and common areas may not be used during the 

hours of 11 PM to 6 AM. 

Trailers, Mobile Homes, Boats etc. 

No trailer, mobile home, bus, boat trailer, boat, camping 

vehicle, motorcycle, recreational vehicle, commercial or 

inoperative vehicle of any description shall at any time be 

parked, stored or maintained on any Lot, unless stored 

fully enclosed within an attached garage or similar 

structure”….Violators can be ticketed by the Northville 

police.  


